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The following pages contain a conversation with ShineWhite.
ShineWhite is the former spokesperson for the National White
Panther Organization, a part of the United Panther Movement.
There was quite recently a split and ShineWhite is now affiliated
with the Revolutionary Intercommunal Black Panther Party. His
state name is Joseph Stewart and he’s currently held at Alexander
Correctional Institution in Taylorsville, NC.

In this conversation, ShineWhite talks about the White Panther
Organization that he was representing at the time of this chat,
how he became politicized in North Carolina Prisons, the terrible
conditions amidst the covid pandemic and beyond, anti-racist and
anti-capitalist organizing in the NCDPS system, the use of the Se-
curity Threat Group status in NC prisons and reprisals he’s faced
for his call out in 2018 for NC prisoners to participate in a Prison
Strike which dovetailed well with the Nationwide Prison Strike of
that year as well as other organizing.

You can write ShineWhite at the time of this publication at the
following address, using ShineWhite only on the inside of the
letter:

Joseph Stewart #0802041
633 Old Landfill Rd
Taylorsville, NC 28681

And you can check out more of his writings at ShineWhite.Home.
Blog
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TFSR: For the listening audience, would you please introduce your-
self with your name, location and how you came to be there?

Foremost, All Power To The People! My name is Joseph Stewart,
but I am known by my komrades and others as Komrade ShineWhite. I
am the national spokesperson for the White Panther Organization.

I am currently being held at Alexander Correctional, one of North
Carolina’s worst prisons due to the racist and prejudiced beliefs that
are espoused by the Administration all the way down to the slave pa-
trol guards who patrol the concrete fields of this razor-wire plantation.
Alexander Correctional is located in a rural area of North Carolina, the
radio of whites to people of color who are employed here is 8 to 1. The
environment is very hostile.

I was emergency transferred here a couple of months ago during
this pandemic despite the courts ordering prison officials to halt all
transfers to prevent the spread of the corona virus. I was transferred
from Central Prison due to my political organizing there. Within the
past four years I have been transferred from facility to facility, which is
a tactic used by prison officials to stifle my advocacy eflorts, to impede
me from organizing prisoners, which is vital if we intend to redress and
ameliorate the living conditions within these prisons

TFSR: How did you come to be politicized and what is the nature of
your current endeavor?

I am a firm believer that poverty and repression compels one to
become politicized. But there was an incident that occurred while I was
in the county jail awaiting trial for the charges I am currently incarcerat-
ed for that was the catalyst of my politicization.

It was in 2012. I had assaulted a guard that was employed at the
county jail that had been antagonizing me for several months. It wasn’t
an average assault, I had taken it to the extreme. For this I wasn’t placed
in a Regulatory Solitary Confinement cell, I was placed behind the wall
which is a cell that’s secluded from everything and everyone.

Placed in the cell with nothing but the jail uniform I had on
there was nothing to do but reflect on life and what the future would
look like if I continued living the way I was, engaged in lumpen activi-
ties failing to realize that imposing the oppression I was subjected to on
others made me a proxy of those I claimed I hated...
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As the days passed, boredom began to set in. I decided to get
down and do some push ups. As I was on the ground I happened to look
under the bed and noticed a book in the far corner. Crawling under the
bed, retrieving the book I noticed the words “Blood In My Eye.” Assum-
ing that it was an urban fiction book that was based on the Street Forma-
tion I was representing I quickly got back on the bed and attempted to
read the book.

I say attempted because at the time I was unable to read or write
past the 6th grade level. I spent most of my adolescent years in and out
of state-institutions. An education wasn’t the primary focus of those who
ran these reform schools, group homes, etc...

Unable to read or comprehend the book, I became frustrated
and threw it to the side. By this time I had been told by the guards who
would bring me my three meals a day that I wasn’t leaving that cell un-
less I made bond or was sent to prison.

My days were spent trying to read George’s book. Weeks had
passed and I was still unable to read the majority of the book. I began to
write all the words I could not pronounce or understand on the walls of
the cell. This went on for two months before anyone noticed. One morn-
ing a Sergeant of the jail who I have known my entire life brought me my
breakfast tray, noticed the walls covered in writing, questioned what I
had going on. I explained that the words on the wall were out of a book
I was trying to read, I wrote the words on the walls to memorize them
so once I had access to a dictionary I would look them up. He asked me
what I was reading, I showed him the book that had been thrown across
my cell many times, bent up and been cursed by me out of frustration
stemming from my inability to read it.

Weeks had passed before this same Sergeant came back to visit
with me. Bringing me my breakfast he had two books in his hand and
a note pad. He said if I agree to stop writing on the walls and clean off
what I had written, he would give me the books and the notepad. Quick-
ly agreeing, I was handed over a Websters dictionary, “Soledad Brother”
and a notepad.

Neglecting to eat my tray there was a word that I was dying to
look up the meaning of
“Revolutionary: one engaged in a Revolution”

Quickly moving on to search for the word Revolution.
“Revolution: a sudden, radical or complete change”
I asked myself “Am I a Revolutionary? What am I changing?”

Transforming Razor Wire Plantations Into Schools of Liberation



Page 4 of 19
Not fully comprehending what revolution was at the time, I moved on
to other words, but the question “Am I a Revolutionary?” continued to
enter my mind. I wanted to make a change, I wanted to be a Revolution-
ary because George had been a Revolutionary and he spoke highly of
other Revolutionaries. A Revolutionary is smart, I wanted to be smart.
Revolutionaries fought, I wanted to fight. I had to become a Revolution-
ary. I didn’t fully understand what a Revolutionary was, but yet I knew
to become one I had to become smart. The dictionary became my best
friend, reading George’s books were painstaking in the beginning. I had
to stop every other word to look up its meaning.

Komrade George changed me, he Revolutionized me in a small
cell secluded from everyone for 9 months. I had become politicized!
Sentenced close to twenty years, I've been feeding my consciousness
ever since. I don't tell a lot of people but I have a learning disability that
becomes discouraging at times. It’s difficult for me to grasp what I'm
reading the first time, I have to read it over and over before I am fully
able to comprehend it. I am self-educated, the past four years of my
life was spent in solitary confinement. I have recently been released to
general population thanks to the support of my outside network coordi-
nating a national campaign to have me released.

Solitary confinement compels me to either grow or die mentally.
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I used my time to further my education in areas that would benefit the
movement. Being that I am incarcerated and will remain incarcerated
for at least the next seven years, my primary focus is to build up the
White Panther Organization within prisons nationwide. For a Revolu-
tionary or liberator of the people who is incarcerated, our primary focus
should be to transform these razor-wire plantations into schools of liber-
ation. Thus, upon their release, prisoners can return to their communi-
ties armed with an education that would enable them to transform their
communities into base areas of cultural, social and political Revolution.
This is the necessary first stage of the Revolutionary war.

TFSR: Would you tell us in some detail about the White Panther Or-
ganization, it’s philosophy and it’s activities as you can?

The WPO serves as an arm to the peoples vanguard, the New
Afrikan Black Panther Party (NABPP) whose primary purpose is to lead
the fight against national oppression and link this to the international
proletarian revolution. Our ideological and political line is Pantherism.
The politics of Pantherism is Revolutionary nationalism and interna-
tionalism illuminated by Marxism-Leninism- Maoism. Our strategy for
Revolution is a national and international United Front Against Imperi-
alism.

Our job as White Panthers is to put in work among the white
masses and poor white communities, winning them over to support the
Panther 10-point program. The 10-point programs of both the NABPP
and the WPO. Both can be read at ShineWhite.Home.Blog or email pan-
therlove@protonmail.com and request a copy of each.

As White Panthers, we are more than a white support group of
the NABPP. History has shown that white support groups advance the
Revolution. We as White Panthers recognize that we must be all-the- way
Revolutionaries that work diligently to organize and build anti-racist,
anti-fascist, anti-capitalist and other progressive consensus among poor
whites who are also subjected to class oppression.

As I already mentioned, it is our primary focus to transform
these razor-wire plantations into “schools of liberation” and the op-
pressed communities into base areas of cultural, social and political Rev-
olution. To do so, it’s imperative that we re-educate our white brothers
and sisters as well as our non-binary komrades who have been deluded
by racist, White Supremacist propaganda and ideology into opposing
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their own class interests.

With the help of my Anarchist Komrades and my partner, Nadia,
we have started a WPO newsletter. A dope newsletter, I must say, that
serves as an educational tool used to teach and popularize the history
of our ancestors who recognized the need for Resistance against slavery
and recognized the need of Class Struggle such as John Brown, Bill Bliz-
zard, Marilyn Buck, Mother Jones and many more.

Prisons are seedbeds. This is where the Revolutionary is grown.
Our newsletter prunes and nurtures the reader, enabling them to blos-
som into all-the-way Revolutionary thinkers.

We have a Toy Drive for the children of prisoners. We under-
stand the importance of family and the need of a father in the lives of
these children. At this time we are limited to what we’re able to do to
ensure relationships between prisoners and their children remain strong
and continue to grow. We did this toy drive to show prisoners as well as
their families that the Panthers have their back. The first 30 prisoners
who wrote to us with their child’s name, age and address got toys sent
to them with a message from their father . You know we are just trying
to serve the people. We have plans once this covid-19 mess clears up to
provide transportation for the families of prisoners who are unable to
visit their incarcerated loved ones due to lack of transportation. Strong
family ties create strong community ties, both are vital to advancement
of our struggle.

We have a couple different endeavors in the works such as an
STG / SRG campaign to address the draconian policies that those of us
who have been validated as an STG / SRG are subjected to. This is some-
thing I will expand on later in this interview.

But I hope I am able to provide the resources needed to have
Ruchell Magee released from prison. I intend to exhaust every avenue to
have this done. Several of the elders have been released, most recently
Jalil Muntaqim.

Ruchell is one of the longest held political prisoners, he has been
incarcerated since the 1960’s, people, it’s time that all put forth effort to
have Ruchell Magee released. We, despite what political ideology you es-
pouse, must work diligently to expose the use of the criminal [in]justice
system as an instrument of political repression and demand amnesty for
our imprisoned elders. Those of you who desire Revolution, it’s essential
that you defend the imprisoned Revolutionaries. This is an essential part
of building for Revolution.
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TFSR: You have received push-back from the NCDPS for your politi-
cal organizing, including your call in 2018 for NC participation in the

Nationwide Prison Strike. Can you talk about the repression you’ve
faced?

As our Minister of Defense Kevin Rashid pointed out, “Nothing
is more dangerous to a system that depends on misinformation than a
voice that obeys it’s own dictates and has the courage to speak out.” Since
gaining the support of my komrades on the outside who amplified my
voice, I've been working diligently to report and pursue public exposure
and redress of the brutality, torture and abuses taking place within these
razor-wire plantations. As I mentioned earlier, the past four years of my
incarceration were spent in solitary confinement. After calling for for
NC prisoners to participate in the 2018 national prison strike I was sent
to NC’s only supermax unit at Polk Correctional. On this unit, the cells
are secluded from everything and everyone. You don’t leave your cell for
nothing, a cell that’s smaller than the average parking space at your local
Walmart.

While being held there I witnessed prison guards wantonly
murder prisoner Freddie “Barn” Pickett. I exposed those involved as well
as their claim that he had committed suicide. This got national atten-
tion and some of those involved were fired. This is when the reprisals
really intensified. On January 14, 2019 (my birthday), shards of glass
were found in my food. A call to action was put out demanding that I be
transferred. During my transfer, all of my personal belongings were lost,
this has taken place several times.

After organizing a hunger strike and my outside support net-
work coordinating a phone zap to address the living conditions at Scot-
land Correctional, prison guards entered my cell and physically attacked
me, fracturing my ribs as well as my right hand.

I’ve been subjected to many forms of reprisals at the hands of my
overseers and continue to this day to be subjected to harsh mail censor-
ship. Correctional officers spread propaganda that I am a snitch. I've
seen it all and at times I almost allowed it to deter me. But the words of
Komrade George would always enter my mind when I was weak, “If we
accept Revolution, we must accept all that it implies: repression, count-
er-terrorism, days filled with work, nervous strain, prison, funerals.”
You can always tell how much of a threat you are by the intensity of the
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repression or the actions taken to suppress your advocacy efforts. Wait
until we kick off this SRG campaign.

TFSR: There are all sorts of organizations inside prison walls and the
WPO and affiliated New Afrikan Black Panther Party organizers have
received persecution by authorities with the claim that these groups
are SRG’s, or Security Risk Groups. What is an SRG, how do you
answer the charge of the accusation of being essentially a gang inside
NC prisons, and how does it’s membership relate to other groups
determined as SRGs?

Prison officials claim that a Security Risk Group (SRG) is a
group os prisoners that set themselves apart from others, pose a threat
to the security or safety of staff or other prisoners, or are disruptive to
programs or the orderly management of the facility.

Our Minister of Defense, Komrade Kevin Rashid, recently wrote
a piece on this, titled “How the pigs abuse gang levels,” explaining how
a majority of the SRG investigations and their staft are white and have
been trained into a hostile doctrinaire view of the so-called ‘gang culture’
I can’t speak about other states and how a prisoner becomes validated
as a member of an SRG, but here in NC the slightest thing can get you
validated such as having tattoos of stars or associating with prisoners
who are already validated.

The North Carolina Department of Public Safety (NCDPS) does
not have an SRG policy in place to outline reasonable due process rights
to dispute being validated or to present evidence that would prove that
the claims being made against you are false. I know several prisoners
who have been validated that are not affiliated with any group. They are
subjected to repressive sanctions and discriminatory treatment which
have no reasonable purpose or justification. Some of these sanctions are,
but aren’t limited to:

« Longer solitary confinement terms than non-validated prisoners for
rule violations that are not ‘gang’ related;

+ Restricted to two 15 minute phone calls a month, please tell me how
a father can maintain a healthy relationship with his child with only
two phone calls a month...;

« Harsher and often unreasonable censorship of mail, both incoming
and outgoing. SRG staff use the claim that my mail is being denied
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due to it being SRG related. I deal with this at least 4 times a week.
They use this to impede and disrupt my correspondences. Every-
thing coming in from my partner Nadia is denied. She knows how
harsh the censoring of my mail is, she has been dealing with it for
over a year and a half now. She isn’t going to write anything out the
way. But, yet Hitler’s helpers find an excuse to deny her mail often.
My mail is being held for weeks at a time before it is sent out, if
it even IS sent out. The incoming mail is held for weeks before it
is given to me. SRG feels as if they can do as they please and until
their arrogance and pompousness is checked they will continue to
do as they please. This is why it is imperative that we coordinate
a campaign that we not only expose these SRG sanctions but also
compel public officials to redress the violation of our Constitution-
al rights. This isn’t just happening here in NC, this is taking place
across the nation, people. And as advocates inside and outside of
prison, a campaign addressing the draconian policies that prisoners
nationwide are subjected to, we must put our resources together and
organize against this;

Prisoners who are validated are only permitted visits with immedi-
ate family members when there is no evidence to prove that visiting
with someone beyond an immediate family member would be a
threat to the safety of the facility;

Prisoners who are validated are being denied access to any type of
educational or rehabilitative programming;

On February 5th of 2019, Prison officials incorporated a policy that
prohibited prisoners from receiving financial support from anyone
that wasn’t on the prisoners approved visitation list.

As T have mentioned, Prisoners who have been validated can only
receive visits from immediate family members. The majority of the
prisoners who ARE in gangs come from broken families or have
been raised by aunts and uncles. This restriction targets poor, Black
and Brown prisoners.

If one has been adopted, or if their mother, father, sister or brother
has been convicted of a felony, they are unable to apply for visi-
tation. This restriction has created an environment within these
prisons that makes it hard on the average prisoner due to all of the
strong-arming and extortion taking place from prisoners unable to
receive financial support due to their SRG validation. But by creat-
ing such an environment, it solidifies the request for more funding
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to solve the so-called ‘gang problems; it solidifies the 23 hour a day
lock-downs.

« As far as the WPO or NAABP being recognized as an SRG in NC,
that danger doesn’t currently exist due to my relentless advocacy
efforts to have both removed from the list as an SRG. This was done
with the help of Senator Jayce Waddell who sits on the Senate Select
committee for Prison Safety, as well as with the information provide
by Komrade Malik Washington.

« You see, the US Supreme Court has long held that “minority”/
dissident groups such as the WPO and NABPP have the same First
Amendment right to engage in political expression and association
as do the two major political parties.

The NABPP and the WPO are above ground Communist,
Non-violent, Anti-Racist, predominantly New Afrikan and white orga-
nizations/ political parties. In no way do we promote anything illegal, or
gang related. The courts outlawed censorship and discrimination against
Communist groups by goernment officials long ago. By pointing this out
to prison administrators and showing ase laws such as Brandenburg v.
Ohio, I was able to have both the NABPP and WPO removed from the
list of recognized security Risk Groups. But this still hasn’t decreased the
political intolerance shown by prison officials.

I am validated as a level 3 Blood, the only white person in NC
validated as such. This stems from when I first entered the prison system
back in the early 2000’s. With this label on me, SRG staft use it to sup-
press my advocacy efforts claiming that I am organizing gang members.

To be completely honest, it’s vital that we gain the support of
the street formations. Their support is essential to redressing not only
these SRG restrictions but society as well. Both the government as well
as these prison officials are aware of this, this is hwy they’re diligently
working to create situations and environments to keep the members of
these street formations at each others’ necks.

For example, the J-Pay Restriction policy I mentioned earlier
that was incorporated on February 5, 2019. By prohibiting prisoners
who have been validated as an SRG from receiving financial support
from anyone beyond immediate family, the policy has drastically in-
creased the violence between the street formations within NC prisons.
Poverty breeds violence. Not only has this policy increased the gang on
gang violence, but also has fostered a very dangerous environment for
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those who are not affiliated with any of the street formations. Prisoners
I’'ve known for years are now joining these street formations just so they
can enjoy the Canteen they’re able to purchase. The miscreants who
incorporated this policy claimed it was done to prevent the strong-arm-
ing and other criminal activities that take place within NC prisons. This
policy has done the opposite.

These are not tactics only being used in NC prisons, it’s taken
place nationwide. We as Panthers are working to build a Clenched Fist
Alliance, that would united all the street formations toward a common
Revolutionary alliance that would address the oppressive living condi-
tions within all prisons. I'm aware this is a colossal task, but it can be
done and should be done.

The members of these street formations relate to us and the Pan-
thers relate to them, not relating to their lumpen tendencies but along
the lines they are brothers and sisters who are from our communities,
who are subjected to as many forms of oppression as the next person.
Before I came to be a Panther myself, I was of the lumpen strata. Just as
each and every member of both the NABPP and the WPO were.

The lumpen are not a class in the fullest sense but part of the lower strata
of the proletariat. Lumpen means broken. The lumpen proletariat are
those who exist by illegal means or hustle. The street formations are
made up of the lumpen proletariat. They’ve been conditioned to believe
that they only way to survive is by illegal hustles and in some of their
situations this is true.

Some of them cannot be reached, but there are many who can.
By showing them patience and that we are dedicated to redressing issues
that affect them we’re able to Pantherize them, gaining their trust as well
as their support. I'm in the trenches with these guys daily and many are
my close komrades, their struggle is my struggle.

There’s other self-acclaimed prison activists within NC prisons
who consistently write about gang violence and how they are being
affected by it and how the street formations are retaliating against them
because of their advocacy efforts. I'm sure some of the listeners have read
about this recently. I want to clarify something quickly before we move
on to the next question. I've been on the frontlines of this prison move-
ment here in NC for the past six years and have organized many demon-
strations which had the support of the street formations, not once have
any members of the street formations attempted to retaliate against me.
So for the prisoner who has been writing to those of y’all on the outside
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who publish and support our advocacy efforts here in NC, telling the
people that he was attacked by gang members because he had exposed
the prison officials where he was being held at, it is falsehood. I myself
personally investigated his claims and found them to be untruthful. By
lying, it only help s those we’re supposed to be fighting against. I know
this doesn’t relate to the question you asked, komrade, but I wanted to
put that out there because this movement is very important to me. I have
sacrificed so much and I'm willing to sacrifice it all to assure the move-
ment continues to thrive here in NC.

But, as far as the relationship between myself and those of the
street formations, I stand in solidarity with them and will continue to
work diligently toward building a Clenched Fist Alliance amongst them.

TFSR: Race in the US is a major schism among the working class-

es that is used to pit us against each other, as is pretty standard in
settler-states founded by Great Britain. And prison hierarchies and
organization reproduce and often improve upon those divisions. Can
you talk about the importance of white folks, and white prisoners in
particular organizing in anti-racist formations like the WPO? And do
you feel there is a danger to organizing along the lines of racialization
rather than class lines?

As Komrade Kwame Nkrumah pointed out to us, “racist social
structure is inseparable from capitalist economic development. For race
is inextricably linked with class exploitation, in a racist- capitalist power
structure, capitalist exploitation and race oppression are complemen-
tary. The removal of one ensures the removal of the other” We White
Panthers, and any other whites who are anti-racist, anti-capitalist, etc...
have a special opportunity and responsibility to counter the influence of
racist ideology and organizing within the working class and poor white
communities by re-educating. Those who have been deluded by racist,
white supremacist propaganda and ideology into opposing their own
class interest, enabling them to uphold proletarian internationalism and
the unity of a multi-national, multi-ethnic working classs against nation-
al and capitailstic exploitation and oppression.

The WPO recognizes this class struggle but before we’re able to
organize as a multi-national, multi-ethnic working class, it’s our duty to
make whites see themselves “as they arelly are, instead of who they think
they are” to quote Karl Marx.
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The WPO refutes the concept of White Power as well as the
ideology of white supremacy. As Komrade Spidey, the original spokes-
person for the WPO recognized, “White Power not only fails to empow-
er poor white people, it is a psychological trap that masses of people fall
into that renders us politically impotent. We become unwitting tools of
our own oppression. It blocks our only avenue of advancement which is
through class consciousness and unity. It makes us the unwitting tools of
oppression of noto nly non-white people but ourselves as well.”

When trying to educate white prisoners on the truth about race
and why racism keeps us oppressed, the majority of them reply “Why
don’t you never write or talk about Blacks being racist?” And, yes, I
agree that there is such a thing as reverse racism. But as a white person,
it’s my duty to re- educate the whites and it’s the duty of any New Afrikan
komrades to educate the New Afrikans.

How much success would I have if I attempted to talk to New
Afrikans about why they shouldn’t e racist, that’s not my place, my place
is to re-educate the whites. The United Panther Movement recognizes
that there’s only one race, the human race. But if we’re going to success-
tully combat racist oppression, we must recognize that discrimination
comes down different on different groups of people and that it is import-
ant to organize within each group of people in accordance with the way
they are perceived in society. That’s why there’s a Black Panther, a White
Panther and a Brown Panther to carry out the task.

TFSR: There has been an outbreak of covid recently at Alexander CI,
where you are imprisoned. I hope you have been able to avoid it. How
has the NCDPS and your facility in particular handled the pandemic,
how have prisoners reacted to the pandemic and what, if anything,
have you seen from outside supporters and the wider public ala
covid-19 and prisons?

Thank you for asking, Komrade, in my opinion supporters on
the outside here in NC fail to realize how grave the current living condi-
tions are right now for prisoners during these unprecedented times.
Those of us who are currently imprisoned are utterly at the mercy of the
miscreants who patrol these concrete fields. With there already being
issues with overcrowding in NC prisons and prisoners being corralled
in small housing areas, we’re unable to maintain social distancing, to
control our exposure to vectors for disease transmission, to choose the
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quality of type of mask we wear, unable to seek independent medical
treatment, overall unable to protect ourselves from the corona virus.

This is in spite of several health experts having suggested that
prisoners with upcoming release dates and at high risk of medical harm
be released from the custody of DPS. They explained to prison officials
that by doing so it would address the crowded living conditions that
have led to numerous constitutional violations and has been a cause of
several covid outbreaks within NC prisons. Prison officials claim that if
they were to release these prisoners, it wouldn't really make a difference.
I'm inclined to disagree with this, to date several prisoners who reside
in the same block as I do have release dates within the next two months,
but yet are being held and impeded from earning any extra gain days
that would enable them to be released as early as tomorrow.

This isn’t unknown to prison officials, to keep it plain and
simple they just don’t give a damn. The death of Ms Faye Brown proves
it. She was a female prisoner who was held at the women’s prison in Ra-
leigh, NC. At the age of 65 she died of covid earlier this year. What is sad
about this particular case is that prison officials had trusted Ms Brown
enough to permit her to ride the city bus five days a week to Sherrill’s
School of Cosmetology where she was employed as a teacher, unsuper-
vised. It was evident that she wasn’t a threat to society but being that she
had been convicted in 1975 for participating in a bank robbery in which
her co-defendant killed a state trooper, Commissioner of Prisons Todd
Ishee denied her an early release which led to her death.

I contracted the virus myself It could hav been avoided but
prison officials failed to take the proper steps that would have prevented
this and would have saved the life of Jerry Combs. There was a prisoner
housed in the same block as me who was showing all of the symptoms of
covid, often complaining to the guards. He was able to get one of them
to escort him to the nurse’s station, he registered a temperature of 102
degrees. Instead of having him placed in a block that had been set up
for quarantine, he was allowed to return to the block to move around,
spreading the virus for three days before his test results had come back
positive.

By this time, several prisoners out of the 48 who lived in B-Block
were showing symptoms of covid. On November 2nd, prison adminis-
trators had the block locked down and all 48 prisoners were tested for
covid. It was 21 prisoners who had tested positive. Mr Jerry Combs as
well as myself were not of those 21 prisoners, but being that prison offi-
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cials compelled us to remain in the block with those who had tested pos-
itive, those who hadn’t tested positive eventually did. Mr Jerry Combs
contracted it, complained to medical staft and prison officials that he
needed medical attention beyond some non- asprins, prison officials
allowed his please to fall on deaf ears. Two days later he was found dead
in his cell.

Prison officials quickly claimed that he had committed suicide
by overdosing on his medications. I know this to be untrue, they are only
trying to cover their tail as they always do. Despite three prisoners dying
of covid here at Alexander, the precautionary steps that should be taken
to prevent this are not being taken. They continue to move prisoners
around, the guards fail to wear their masks and we are not being given
the needed disinfectants to disinfect any living spaces.

This will continue until supporters intensify the struggle on

the outside. I will be honest, this is my opinion. NC movements on the
outside need to step it up on all levels. I know what I'm about to say will
ruffle some feathers but I'm speaking the truth. The inhumane living
conditions prisoners in NC are forced to endure could be ameliorated if
outside supporters would take the advice of certain prisoners who have
proven to be able to organize those within the walls. This struggle is one
that requires much work and dedication, this isn’t a weekend thing.

We all have to be on the same page, if we are going to compel
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prison officials to make changes that would enable prisoners to success-
tully rehabilitate themselves. NC prisons are among the five states across
the nation that don’t have tablets. We are forced to remain locked in our
cells, no access to educational programming or rehabilitation program-
ming. The primary objective is to rehabilitate the prisoner, correct? Well,
that isn’t the case here.

Article 2 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, set forth
by the United Nations, says “Everyone is entitled to all the rights and
freedoms set forth in this declaration, without distinction of any kind,
such as race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, na-
tional or social origin, property, birth or other status.” One of the “rights
and freedoms set forth in this declaration “ is the right to education, as
stated in Article 2t6. Yet prisoners here in NC are denied higher educa-
tion because our states of incarceration. This is blatant discrimination.
Y'all on the outside are being told that we are being offered educational
opportunities. This is a lie.

What does this have to do with covid? Well, I just wanted to
point out that it shouldn’t take a pandemic for those on the outside to
organize to redress these living conditions. It should be taken serious at
all times. As I already mentioned, I am working on an SRG campaign
that would address the draconian policies prisoners are subjected to. If
you would like to know more about it and how you can help, write to
me:

Joseph Stewart #0802041
Alexander CI

633 Old Landfill Rd
Taylorsville, NC 28681

Or email my support network at pantherlove@protonmail.com and
someone will contact you. 2021 is upon us. Let’s make this the year of
intensifying the struggle on all levels. Bridges have to be built, meaning-
tul working relationships have to be built. It takes both the prisoners and
those on the outside.

Prisoners have to see the fruit first before they are willing to put
the work in that’s needed to ameliorate the situation. It’s sad but it’s true.
You must keep in mind that many of us have been abandoned by family
members and other loved ones. So, they find it hard to believe that there
are people on the outside that care about their well being when their
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own family doesn’t. By showing prisoners that you are willing to struggle
with them, you gain their trust and support, which is necessary if we aim
to mobilize and organize.

TFSR: How do you see the struggle against racialized capitalism in
the so-called US developing moving forward into a Biden presidency
and what suggestions do you have to organizers on either side of the
razor wire?

As Mark Twain pointed out to us ,’If voting could change any-
thing, they wouldn’t let us do it.” It doesn’t matter who is the president,
because they all share the same objective: expanding the dominance of
capitalism.

As long as the masses maintain constituent allegiance to the
parties such as the Democratic and Republican parties, racial capital-
ism will continue to thrive and expand. A vote for any representative of
either party is a vote of confidence in the reform-ability of capitalism and
a vote against the need for socialist revolution. If we're going to advance
the struggle against racial capitalism, we must stand in implacable oppo-
sition to the dual parties of capitalism.

If the overall objective is to create a mass-oriented socialist sys-
tem of mutual cooperation, fair and equal distribution that would benefit
us all, certain methods will have to be adopted in order to be compatible
with the newer systems which we the people are trying to establish. The
primary method should be eradicating racism and taking an empathic
stand against the false ideology of white supremacy. Both allowed cap-
italism to be sustained. Dividing the working class along racial lines is
key to maintaining capitalist rule in the US conscious of the social power
that the proletariat would attain through unified struggle. The ruling
class utilizes divide-and-conquer strategies that have proven eftective for
over 400 years now.

The most important factor in the advancement of our struggle
is action. We must begin to put our thoughts and strategies into action.
Komrades, without action there is no mobility. Moving forward we must
intensify the struggle at all levels. This includes lines of communication
between prisoners and those of you on the outside.

We musn’t continue to operate from old strategies that are not
effective, it is a waste of time and energy. Those on the outside must do
more to support the prison movement here in NC and across the nation.
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Changes don’t happen without reason. People must become the reason.

TFSR: Well, we thank you for your time and I really appreciate this
interview. Before we wrap up, do you have anything else you would
like to share with the listening audience?

Yes, it’s imperative that I thank my support network. Without
their support and love I would be one of the many prisoners here in NC
whose screams for help fall on deaf ears.

+ Dria, my komrade out on the West Coast. I love you deeply, friend.
You have stuck by me throughout it all. I have so much to thank you
for I don’t know where to start nor where to end. Just know I am
grateful and I cherish our friendship.

+ Professor Victor Wallis: Thank you for all the educational material
and for taking the time out of your busy life to educate and mentor
me from many miles away and through this razor-wire and concrete.
You deserve to be acknowledged even though I know you don’t de-
sire it. Thank you, friend, I am grateful.

« Penelope: even though all the work you do is unknown and behind
the scenes, it’s imperative that you know that without you and the
desire you have to support the struggle any way that you can, our
newsletter may not have made it off the ground. When you are ab-
sent, you are missed. Thank you for all you do.

« Leah: In a short matter of time I have so much to thank you for. You
go to the extreme to make sure I know you care about meas well
as my well being. Even though our political praxes are somewhat
different, you are dedicated to ameliorating the living conditions
prisoners are forced to endure. Thank you for all you do for me on a
personal level and the love you give. You are loved.

« Nadia: I know the listening audience can’t see the smile I have on my
face, but thinking of you causes the biggest smiles. I want to thank
you for your willingness to compromise. I know you are a serious
anarchist and you're against organizations and uplifting the names
of them. I just want everyone listening to know that you helped me
revamp the WPO, it was dead within these razor-wire plantations.
With you at my side I was able to bring it back to life. You dedicate so
much time to both our Newsletter as well as the New NABPP News-
paper. I know you would disagree with this but you are a Panther,
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may it be an Anarchist Panther, you are still a Panther. I love you
endlessly and you are my best friend.

Also big salutes to Komrade Rashid, Keith Malik Washington,
Jason Renard Walker and Kwame Shakur. I see your vision, Komrade.
I’'m with you, let’s make it happen. And I would like to thank Final Straw
Radio for giving us a platform and for amplifying our voice. Thank you.
All Power To The People.

-Shine White

Images from https://shinewhite.home.blog/
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